FORMATION OF THE AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY

A group of American Expeditionary Forces (A. E. F.) Officers were asked to suggest ideas on
how to improve troop morale. One officer, U.S. Army Lieutenant Colonel Theodore Roosevelt,
Jr., proposed an organization of veterans, which we know today as the American Legion. After
the formation of the American Legion, a number of women's organizations wanted to become the
official affiliation of the Legion. The women who had served so faithfully during the trying days
of the war wanted to continue to serve. After careful consideration, the committee agreed that a
new organization should be made up of the women most closely associated with the men of The
Legion, and that these women would serve with the Legion, in peace as they had in war. The
committee decided to build a new organization from the ground up, so the Auxiliary could then
carry forward the phases of Legion activities more suitably performed by women

The establishment of an Auxiliary to The American Legion was provided for by the first
National Convention of The American Legion in 1919. By the time of the 1920 National
Convention, 1,342 local Units of this Auxiliary had been formed; intensive organizational efforts
were authorized. The first National Convention of the Auxiliary was held in Kansas City,
Missouri, in 1921. At that time, the name “American Legion Auxiliary” was adopted and the first
national officers elected. The Auxiliary grew from a first year enrollment of 121,000 to
approximately 500,000 at the beginning of World War II. After the women of World War II
families became eligible, the enrollment rose rapidly to a record of 1,001,545 in 1955, and since
has remained around the 800,000 mark. The number of local Units of the Auxiliary is
approximately 9,500. The Auxiliary organization (i.e., local, state and national) parallels that of
The American Legion. Auxiliary National Headquarters is located in Indianapolis, Indiana.
Founding Purposes The American Legion Auxiliary was founded on the following

